[image: image1.png]@ United States Steel Corporation




The Former U. S. Steel Site, Southside of Chicago
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

CONTACT: 

Tera Denten/Julie Meyer
Margie Korshak, Inc.

312.751.5518 or 312.751.5523
tdenten@korshak.com/jmeyer@korshak.com
Plan for Former U. S. Steel Site wins Prestigious AIA Award

CHICAGO – The former site of United States Steel Corporation’s South Works located on the Southside of Chicago has won national recognition from the American Institute of Architects (AIA).  Under consideration for redevelopment, the more than 600 acre site has been awarded the prestigious American Institute of Architects (AIA) 2009 Honor Award for Regional and Urban Design.  The award will be presented in April at the AIA conference in San Francisco.   This lakeside project is one of the most ambitious projects being undertaken in the United States and is rivaled in its scope only by the Chicago bid for the 2016 Olympics.  U. S. Steel, in partnership with McCaffery Interests, Inc. of Chicago and Westrum Development Company of Philadelphia, are in the process of seeking approvals for the project from the City of Chicago.     
Recognition even at this early stage by the AIA is a huge accomplishment for Chicago.  “Our plan lays out an exciting future for the southeast side of the city” said Dan McCaffery, founder and president of McCaffery Interests.  “Our productive partnership with McCaffery Interests and Westrum has resulted in a master plan that will re-energize Chicago’s Southeast Side,” said George Manos, President of USS Real Estate.   
The 600-acre site will be transformed into a new lakeside neighborhood featuring residential units, a new high school, retail shopping, marinas and a series of urban parks.  The Burnham plan will also be a major beneficiary.  The development team has contributed more than 100 acres of lakeshore that will continue the City of Chicago lakeside park all the way to the Calumet River.  In cooperation with Skidmore, Owings and Merrill LLP and Sasaki Associates, Inc., the team seeks to create a plan that will transform Chicago’s largest vacant site into a new, exciting neighborhood featuring one and a half miles of Lake Michigan shoreline and a multi-acre park which will feature the restoration of one of the large ‘ore walls’ previously used in the manufacturing of steel.   
The Lakeside plan provides a long term vision for implementation in four major phases.  For the first phase of the project, McCaffery Interests brings its signature “Market Common” development to Chicago.  The Market Common Southshore emphasizes a walkable collection of neighborhoods surrounding an attractive and accessible shopping and dining experience.  Other phases will follow in what is thought to be up to a twenty year build-out.  

The new neighborhood will be located 10 miles south of downtown Chicago and is part of the LEED-Neighborhood Development Pilot Program, sponsored by the U.S. Green Build Council.  As a LEED-ND pilot project, Lakeside is the first development of its kind on Chicago that has the potential to become a benchmark for sustainable design and is expected to earn Silver certification or higher.    
About McCaffery Interests

McCaffery Interests was formed in 1991 by Daniel McCaffery.  The company targets investment in and the development or redevelopment of underperforming urban real estate.  To date, McCaffery Interests has successfully acquired, developed and/or redeveloped outstanding real estate assets totaling nearly $800 million.
About United States Steel Corporation

United States Steel Corporation is a Fortune 500 company headquartered in Pittsburgh, Pa. U. S. Steel has a worldwide annual raw steel capability of 31.7 million net tons and manufactures a wide variety of high value-added steel sheet, tubular and tin products in North America and Europe. The company is also engaged in other business activities including the production of iron ore pellets from taconite (iron bearing rock) in the United States and the production of coke in both the United States and Central Europe; transportation services (railroad and barge operations); and real estate operations.
About the 2009 Honor Award for Regional and Urban Design 

Six projects were selected for the 2009 AIA Honor Award including two in China, two in California, one in Illinois (Southworks), and one in Arkansas. All of the projects focus on mixed-use density and sustainable strategies to renew historic area or to make way for new populations and urban development. Winners will be recognized at the AIA 2009 national convention, scheduled for April in San Francisco. 
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